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Family data, William Masden Family Bible, The Holy Bible (Edinburgh,
Scotland: Alexander Kincaid, 1769); original owned in 2006 by Robert
J. Montgomery (11 Grand St., New London, CT 06320). The Masden
Family Bible passed from William to his son William Marsden, to his
son John Marsden, to his daughter Mary Worrell Marsden Campbell, to
her son Marsden Douglas Campbell, to his daughter Edna May
Campbell Montgomery, to her son Robert J. Montgomery.

Photocopies provided May 2006 to Linda Masden Vixie (3445 Possum
Ct., Colorado Springs, CO 80918) by Robert Montgomery.

Copies provided November 2006 to Family History Library by Linda
Masden Vixie, a fifth-great-grandaughter of the above William Masden.






Johnathan Masden was born on friday y°1 of october 1756
John Masden was Born on Sunday y°© 12 of febru[’]y 1758
Yost Masden was Born on Saterday y°® 26 of Janu[’]y 1760
Rebeca Masden was Born on Saterday y° of octob[’]r 1761
Rachel Masden was Born on Saterday y*21 of May 1763
James Masden was Born on Saterday y° 6 of Janury 1765
Eleoner Masden was Born on thursday y® 16 of April 1767
Mary Masden was Born on thirsday y® 8 of June 1769
William Masden was Born on tuesday y° 14 of Mar 1771
Jacob Masden was Born on tuesday y° 24 of May 1773
James Masden was Born on thursday y° 3 of Agust 1775
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Comments: The Bible lists all of the living children named in William Masden’s will (Mifflin
County, Pennsylvania, Will Book 1, page 86, number 43, signed 14 March 1796) except for
Nancy. The names and dates for the children appear to have been written at the same time in the
same hand and pen, so likely after the birth of the last listed, James, in August 1775. William’s
wife, Eleanor Van Buskirk, was christened 18 April 1734, and if she was christened shortly after
her birth, then she was 41 in 1775 and could have had one more child. Nancy Masden could have
been born after the above children and the family forgot to record her birth in the family Bible. I
have nothing that indicates Nancy’s age and I don’t know what happened to her. Seven of the
children were born before the Bible was published in 1769, so clearly their births were recorded
some time after the fact. Some of the days of the week do not agree with the date given. William
Masden moved his family from Manor of Moreland, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, to Derry
Twp., Cumberland County, Pennsylania (now Oliver Twp., Mifflin County) sometime between
1771 and 1778 and probably before 1776. One wonders if he bought this Bible in Philadelphia
before heading out to the wilderness.

Additionally, this Bible was apparently referenced by the above John Ma(r)sden in his
1832 application for a Revolutionary War pension (Series M805, Roll 553, File R6914), shown
below. The birthdate he gives in the application, 14 February 1757, Philadelphia, is about a year
different from that recorded in the Bible—12 February 1758. The Bible’s date is more plausible,
however, as a church baptismal record for the first child, Jonathan, credibly puts his birth in
October 1756, less than nine months before February 1757.

Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?
Ans. — I have not now. There was one in my fathers bible — but, I have not seen it for
years.
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James Masden dyed on thirsday y° 17 of September 1767

William Masdon Dyed on Ve"4 15th of March 1796
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Comments: James Masden is the child born 6 January 1765. William Masden made and signed
his will 14 March 1796, the day before he died. (Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, Will Book 1,
page 86, number 43, William Masdon)






William Marsden

and

Sarah Cunningham
Married

on the evening of the
ninth of March 1802
Josiah Marsden

was born on the Morning of the
29th December 1802
Josiah died on the

20th September 1804
William Marsden was
born on Thirsday evening

8th of November 1804

John Marsden was born
on the evening of the
23rd of October 1806
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Comments: Records on small loose sheet inserted in William Masden Bible. William Marsden is
William Masden’s son, born 14 March 1771; he and his brother Jacob inherited their father’s
“plantation” and probably this Bible as well. They continued to live on his Mifflin County,
Pennsylvania, farm. Josiah, William, and John are the children born to William Marsden and his
wife Sarah Cunningham.









